
The need to push the boundaries 
of sustainability is becoming ever 
more obvious. The United Nations’  
Sustainable Development Goals 
provide direction to this sustainability 
transition. In practice, however, this 
road is often littered with bumps and 
potholes that stand in the way of 
arriving at breakthroughs that 
matter. It is a road paved with 
patience that is reserved solely for 
true sustainability pioneers with a 
mission.  

Marc Cornelissen (1968 - 2015) was 
just such a sustainability pioneer who 
displayed courage and leadership 
in tackling climate change up until 
the day he died. Marc showed that 
generating support and connections 
is essential to taking the necessary 
steps to achieving his sustainability 
mission.  

In order to create a sustainable world, 
we need many talented pioneers 
like Marc. The Marc Cornelissen 
Brightlands Award is our way of 
encouraging talented pioneers to 
persevere, and show courage and 
leadership on the road to achieving 
their dream. 

The award competition offers all 
participants a platform for knowledge, 
networking and collaboration, and 
for the winner, a cash prize of €35,000 
to accelerate the realization of their 
dream. This is how the foundation is 
building a community of pioneers who 
help the world move forward.  

The Marc Cornelissen Brightlands 
Award Foundation wants to connect 
with parties who, based on their 
involvement with sustainability and 
talent, are interested in working 
with us to build this community 
of sustainability pioneers and a 
sustainable future for our world. 

We would be happy to discuss the 
possibilities of a partnership with you. 

Maria van der Hoeven
Chairwoman of the Marc Cornelissen 
Brightlands Award Foundation 

THe AwArD
The Marc Cornelissen Brightlands 
Award is an incentive prize for 
sustainability pioneers. The award 
consists of a memento as well as a 
cash prize of €35,000. The cash prize 
is raised via donations and partners, 
and helps the winner accelerate and 
realize their dream project.   

THe FOUNDATION 
The Marc Cornelissen Brightlands 
Award Foundation bolsters passionate 
people who work with others across 
borders, displaying courage and 
leadership in arriving at sustainable 
solutions to important issues in our 
society. The board of the foundation 
is responsible for the positioning 
of the award, raising funds through 
donations, attracting sponsors and 
recruiting candidates. 
An independent jury grants the 
award, and the organization of the 
ceremony is made possible in part by 
Brightlands. The foundation has ANBI 
(Dutch public benefit organization) 
status.  

CHAlleNGING pIONeerS TO CreATe A SUSTAINAble wOrlD 
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www.marccornelissenbrightlandsaward.com



Brightlands is an innovation 
community made up of 24,000 
entrepreneurs, scientists and 
students specialized in the fields 
of sustainability and health. The 
people and organizations at the four 
campuses in Limburg work hard to 
find solutions to the challenges facing 
the world, today and tomorrow. 
Brightlands facilitates the organization 
of the award and the community of 
sustainability pioneers. 

beCOMe A pArTNer 
Would you like to be part of our initiative and meet and support young 
enthusiastic, progressive entrepreneurs and researchers? 

We are calling on organizations that are committed to the goals and ambitions 
this award represents. There is room for partners who are preferably willing to 
support this initiative for several years, helping ensure it becomes a nationally 
recognized sustainability award. 

We offer various partner options and a variety of ways you can contribute to 
building the Marc Cornelissen Brightlands Award Foundation’s community of 
sustainability pioneers. 

We would be happy to discuss your wishes as well as the possibilities with you.  

 

“Now is the time we really need people just like Marc who know how to 
build a bridge between abstract knowledge and the world around us. We 
need individuals who can push the boundaries. This is why it is so important 
for us to make sure his inspiration, his enthusiasm and his work live on.” 

robbert Dijkgraaf, 
Member of the Marc Cornelissen Brightlands Award Board of Trustees

Stichting Marc Cornelissen Brightlands Award
Urmonderbaan 22
6167 RD Sittard-Geleen

Email award@brightlands.com

MArC COrNelISSeN 
(1968-2015)
Thinking, dreaming, daring and 
doing, across geographical, scien-
tific and organizational boundaries; 
this was Marc Cornelissen’s personal 
motto. As a professional adventurer, 
he had one passion: to create a 
sustainable world. He wasn’t afraid to 
stray from the beaten path. From his 
explorations and experiences, Marc 
distilled valuable and time-tested 
insights on sustainability, collabora-
tion, team development, leadership 
and dealing with climate and other 
change.   
 

THe peOple beHIND THe MArC COrNelISSeN brIGHTlANDS 
AwArD FOUNDING bOArD 

STICHTINGSbeSTUUr 
Maria van der Hoeven, Maurice Olivers, Inge Bomhof-Arends, Mat Quaedvlieg, 
Guy Vroemen

JUry                                                                                                                                                
Prof. dr. Emmo Meijer, Ellen Cornelissen, Bert Kip, Prof. dr. Mariëlle Heijltjes, 
Freek van Eijk, Marcel Wubbolts
                          
bOArD OF TrUSTeeS                                                                                                                                        
Theo Bovens, Prof. dr. Robbert Dijkgraaf, Prof. dr. Martin Paul, André Kuipers

www.marccornelissenbrightlandsaward.com


